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Hello Everyone!  A big thank you to everyone who has helped with finding e-mail addresses for some of our OM Readers.   This has certainly helped lots in finding many current e-mail addresses.  
Next Friday, September 28, marks the beginning of a big weekend in Olney!  The Fall Festival plus 7 class reunions!  There will be a town full of happy people seeing and reminiscing with one another. Wishing all of you attending a most wondrous and happy time. 

AnnWeesner King

Class of 1960

Pianoann97@aol.com ==========================================
Richard Williams

rrw41@earthlink.net
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Welcome!

Alurmni, Administrators, and Faculty!

Olney Holiday, Conference Room, 11 to 1, Saturday

Hosted by the Tiger Alumni Center (TAC) - erhsalumni.net
Contact: Richard Williams, cell: 678-850-6855





  Olney Reception!  -- Olney Holiday, Conference Room, 11-1, Sat., Sept. 29th
 You   All  are  So  Welcome!  

Come visit!  Reminisce!  Chat with schoolmates and  Current and Retired teachers.  Enjoy Tabletalk!

Visit Nancy (Huchel) Rumsey (1966), Peggy (Wilburn) Long (1955), Judy (Hill) Walker (1964) and Richard Williams (1960) for a chat and check out other visiting alumni!  Ours will be the place to meet and greet schoolmates in Olney for reunions or Olneans coming in to visit with their classmates.  Ann (Weesner) King (1960), Stan Gill (1964) and John Fritchey (1961) regret that they cannot attend.

And enjoy visiting with our very special guest Mr. George Rumsey (Principal 1966-1987).  Mr. Rumsey has kindly accepted our offer to join us Saturday! So all you Grads from 1966 to 1987 will want to drop by and reminisce!

 Special Attraction
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 Come see our logo Tiger!  Mary Alice Resor Hart (1960) has shipped to us our Tiger! Hers is an award-winning, wall-hanging art quilt designed just for us.  You've seen its picture; now you can see the original displayed in the Olney Holiday Conference Room, Saturday, Sept. 29th.

Mary Alice created the ERHS Tiger quilt as a fund-raiser for a TAC scholarship.  She would love to see a schoolmate want it enough to donate $750 for it.  Every dollar will go toward a scholarship for an ERHS grad.  So come see it.  Be prepared to be “WOWed”!

Enjoy a Holiday lunch (Dutch Treat) (But the “Tabletalk” is free!).

p.s.:  We collect free Olneans.  Got some?  Bring them to the reception!  Thanks! 

Thanks!

Richard Williams

Class of 1960

======================================================

The letter below was written by Ann Neely Young, the lady who 1st shared a few memories with me about our childhood and Olney.  It’s so far back that I doubt that either one of us have an actual year that this happened.  I got an e-mail from her a short while ago and she asked that I share this letter below with you Olney Memory readers in regards to the loss of her husband. 

----------
Ann Neely Young

tradnlady2004@yahoo.com
Hi Ann:

It’s been a long time since we started that Olney Memories.  What it has grown into is so special.  Thank you for keeping it all together.  My heart always was there, but time would not have let me do what you have done.  

I wanted to let you and the OM community know that my husband, Jerry Young, died on August 17 from kidney cancer.  He had lost one kidney to cancer in 2005, but it did come back and also had spread to lungs, gall bladder, stomach, and possibly other places they didn't even test because it was so obvious.  He worked up until he went into the hospital on the 10th of August and even took me out to eat the evening of August 9, but I could tell that it was really much too much for him to do that.  

His obituary did run in the Olney Daily mail.  Of course I didn't put in interesting things like the fact that he worked on one of the first prototypes of the flat screen televisions back in 1960's.    Or that he loved to fly even after his plane crash in 1961.  Sadly, his injuries prevented his going into the Air Force as he had been preparing to do via ROTC.  He didn't get behind the controls of a plane after his amputation in 1969, however.  

But several people on the list did know him.  I would love it if you would share it.  
 Ann Neely Young
Class of ‘70
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Jim Dillman

jdillman@lastwrites.com
Just thought I'd verify that your supposition about the "28 Richland Men ready for Draft Induction" article was correct - it was for early WWII, although I don't have any specific dates. The first name on the list, Ivan Bennett, was my cousin and he became a Navigator for B-17 bombers in the European Theater. At some time after his return he became the owner of The Olney Greenhouses.

In spite of the age difference, Ivan's Uncle Ted (my Dad) also served in WW II in the Pacific. Following Dad's hitch, my brother Ted (Class of '48/deceased) served a tour in the USN, then I did mine, also USN. My Mother informed the local Navy Recruiter that he should take his business elsewhere, since she "was done supplying them with sailors".

Please keep the Memories coming Ann - you do a great job.

Jim Dillman

 (Almost Class of '50)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Helen Mehmert Bauman

helen.bauman@yahoo.com 
In reading past memories I noticed an interest in employment in Olney over the years. My sisters (Jenner sisters) and I prepared ourselves in High School for a job when we graduated, since we knew a College education was financially impossible.  This was during the depression and times were tough!  My sister Herma worked her senior year in High School at Bell Roney"s restaurant which was located on Main St. across from the Olney Sanitarium.

    After graduation Herma led the way by landing a job with the Illinois Commercial Telephone which was located on Whittle Ave.  Next to the Post Office. This was in 1936.  In 1938 sister Ruth graduated from High School and followed Herma to the Telephone Co. and was hired immediately.  By 1940 when I graduated they told me with two sisters like I had I didn't need  a recommendation just come in and go to work! Altogether we worked there for about 6 years.  We often spent our "breaks" across the street at "Tubby" Gassmann's "Town Talk"  I can still recall the carmel corn he poured out in a big container in the front window for all to see!  We walked to and from our job everyday, which amounted to 4 times as it was about a mile from our home on North Morgan St. We often went back at night but walked everywhere.

 

       By 1942 Herma and Ruth both went to work at the Arcadia Theater several years during the War as Ruth was married to Bob Zwermann whose father owned the Theaters  .I later went to work for the Shultz Seed Co. in the office as I was engaged to their son who was at War in the Pacific.  My last job  in Olney was with the Pure Oil Co. who at that time had Offices in Olney. I was interviewed by Cecil Groff and he asked me if I I knew Alex Herald and did I get along with him.  It so happened I bowled with his wife and he often kept score for us so we got along fine. Cecil Groff hired me on the spot and said to come to work the next day. (Guess some people had problems with Mr. Herald!) I enjoyed the time I spent in the Motor Transport Division of the Company which was located behind the main offices and housed all their vehicles.

 

     Herma married Ray Dycus after the War and they purchased the  Marathon Service Station located on  the corner of Main and Morgan St. They sold their business in 1972 and retired in Olney.  A few years later Herma went to work for the Olney Township Assessor, Stan Walters until his retirement in 1993. 

 

     After the War, my husband Henry Mehmert and I settled in Greenville, Texas where he had a Medical Practice until his death in 1987. I talked both my sisters to come to Greenville and we have had 9 years enjoying each others company.  We lost Ruth in 2008 and very soo  Herma is moving back to Olney to be near her Daughter and Son-Law, Jane and George Fritschele.  We plan to be in Olney the weekend of the last of September and attend the Fall Festival.  Understand there are several re-unions that weekend.  Hope to see some of you then. 
The Jenner Sisters:    Helen, Herma and Ruth  1942
                                 
 Helen Mehmert Bauman

Class of 1940

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Roy Ed Doolin 
roydoolin@hotmail.com


I read my brother, Marv’s entry into Olney Memories. Marv said he did not remember anyone who worked at the Alton Vinegar Works. I reminded him that Don Bare worked there before he went to work at AMF and continued to work there part time for many years. He went in there at night and adjusted the gauges. Don married Carolyn Black, the sister of Bill and Jim. Carolyn passed on this year but Don still lives in Olney. He knows a lot about older cars and lawn mowers. 

Mister Meister who lived a block away from us was the General Manager of the vinegar plant. His daughter Cynthia was my age and I think his other daughter,  Charlotte was about one year younger.  I remember Mister Meister driving a new black Lincoln.

 Red Wingert was the tool pusher who lived across the street from us on Lincoln St. and drove the Olds with the pipe trailer on the back. He also had a 32 Ford stock car that he raced as #00 and a 34 Ford full fendered street rod that he never finished while he lived across the street. He let me hang around when I was a little kid and I learned a lot about cars from him and decided that I wanted to be a mechanic.

Jack Hanratty, C.L. Wilson's step father was a Tool Pusher. Several others in our Assembly of God church worked in the oil industry but I am foggy on the details.

 Ed Doolin

Class of ‘64

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Harvey Zimmerle

HARVEYZimm@aol.com
Your latest OM had reference to draft Notice.

 

I was going through a photo's and papers of my Uncle Walter Henry Zimmerle.

He was a track star in High School and graduated in 1927. 

I have included his "medals” story. He was team Captain and won 31 medals in his career at Olney H.S.

 

In his papers he was directed to be a team leader in 1942 and escort 26 men to East St.  Louis, IL. for induction. He would have been 36 years of age.

 

There is also a newspaper photo of the B and O Railroad Depot from 1909 era .
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Walter H. Zimmerle, aka, “Little Walt”

Born:  December 20, 1906  Died: February 15, 1989

That is Walter Zimmerle’s house in the photo above. I believe it is at the corner of East South and South East street.

 

He married Mary Davis, Dec 24, 1929. They lived in the same house until they each passed away.

 

He died Feb 15, 1989.

 

He was an employ for the U.S. Soil Conservation Department and practiced his skills on Richland County farm lands For 3 decades until he retired in 1974.

 

He was an Illinois High School State competitor in multiple track events. He was known for his electric fast starts in the 50 yard dash and his rapid finish in the 880 yard run. He also participated in the mile run, the 440yd and 880yd relay events

 

After his freshman year in High School he was Captain of the track team. He was never defeated in the 880 yard run except at the State level where he finished second twice and the National level where he finished second once and third once. It was noted that at the Nationals he beat the runners who had beaten him at the State level. 

 

He won 31 medals in Conference, District, State and National Track Meets.

In 1926 he set a school record running the 880 run in 2:02. The record stood for over 40 years until Paul Weber ran the 880 in 1:59. April 11, 1967

 

A favorite story was when Walt qualified for the Nationals the second time the competitor who had beaten him at State was not able to participate at the Nationals. When the race was over Walt gave the medal he had won to the runner who was not able to compete that day. That is the kind of person he always portrayed. He was well liked and admired by those who knew him.

 

In 1942 at the age of 36 he was chosen to escort 26 potential military men to East St Louis for mental and physical exams. He had a stiff neck problem that had bothered for many years. However he was inducted and was placed in the Camp David Military Exchange in North Carolina. He eventually was awarded with a Citation for Meritorious Service by the State of Illinois for having Served Patriotically and Faithfully in the Armed Forces of the USA during WWII. His service was #  36 - 06 -5939                 
 

In 1947 he went to University of Illinois and learned the skills needed to join the Soil Conversation Program. The Soil Conservation Service for Richland County was his focus for over 27 years  to improving and protect the farm land, waterways and the surrounding  environment  He loved his work.

 

He was a Mason of the Olney Lodge, a member of the Modern Woodsmen, the Olney Lodge 140 AF and AM, the Henry Godeke Chapter #38, The W. R. Lashbrook Council #55, and the  Gorin Commandery # 14*.

 

Walter came from a family that lived in the southwest part of town. The environment was equal to any middle class family, but there were obstacles to over come. He was afflicted with a stiff neck that plagued him all his life. In his later years Walter and his Mary , sang I the Methodist Church Choir until  illness forced them to retire. Walt also played the Mandalin. Walter had achieved his goal and made his marks.  
 

 

*While Mr. Gorin was Grand Master of the Masons, the Commandery organized at Olney, Ill., was named Gorin Commandery in his honor

 

Walter H. Zimmerle and Aaron Zimmerly were members of  the Olney Masons at the same time. It appears that they did not now if they were related.
 

They were related - the proof is in the county courthouse.
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‘ugust 12, 1942

Tialtor Hoary Zimerls, Jr., Lesder

Kei Letter of Tnstrastions

tos have baen sopointed as Leader of & sontingent of feeufySmensy meon,
Taeluding yoursei, sa svidensed by your Lendar's farrant. ' You will loavs
Olney % 4139 Aum., Thursday, Auguat 19, 1942, dus %o arrive in ast St. Louts,
Tilihols, 4 711 dim, where you and your nen w11 prosesd o the United Seates
Ay Tndtotion Station.  loosted a¢ 118 Gollinaville Avenie, Last st. Lowis,
iinots, for phystoal exsmination sad faduction.

It 1s suggested that you have your men report So you at 4,16 a.m., Thursdsy,
ugust 13, 1562, ot the B, £ 0. Railway Siation, ready o boara the train when
it arrives at 4,59 a.m,

ou are handed herewith a roster of your men, meal tisket for breakfast en route,
and & saaled savelope containing documents which you will give the Comsanaing
Officer of the Tndustion Station, upon your arrival thers. It is sugzested that
you and your men zet your brasifasts imedistely after your arriml in East St.
Touls, and Lunedistely after finishing vour breakfasts prossed to the Induction
Station at the above riven address. You are also handed herewith fumdhprems(x).
Tailnay tiskats for your trip to the Industion Staticn.

Selestive Service Regulations now provids that any man who regorts %o you uede:
the influsmon of 1iquor muat bs ihediately resorted to the Commnding Osficer
oo your arrival b the Iniuotion Station, and Purther, 1f amy of your men have
Tguor in their possession at the Line they report to you, you must conflsoate
swne and turn the 1quor to the Gomsanding Officer of the Tndustion Station

ipom your arrival there. In The event any man beconss unruly you may use your
lspration 1n furning hin fo the proser colics authorities for their action.

e £ob) sure that you will have no trouble wktsosver for you are the Lsader
of a Tine croup of young men. These Lnstructions are given to you besauss
Regulations provide that they shall be called fo your sttention.

Gharles Coan, Chisf Clark
By Direotion of Rishland County
Tooal Board fio. 1
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Harvey Zimmerle
Class of ‘57

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Linda Green

cdllgreen@comcast.net
Hi Ann:
So enjoy reading the OM!    I just read the newspaper clipping about the 28 from Olney in the Selective Service.   Ivan Bennett was my Uncle.  He and Helen owned the Olney Greenhouses.   Ivan has passed away, but Helen is still at the Greenhouse part time.   Time wise, it was probably around 1945 - just guessing though.

Linda Grove Green
Class of ‘58

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ann Hill

anthill3@hotmail.com
 [image: image10]I visited my grandparents - Edna and Charlie Webster - he was the pharmacist at Gaffners - one whole summer at Seven Gables, east of town on Hwy 50  ( You could get the very best onion rings there.  A rather new thing on menus.) They had "tourist cabins"  - a small travel trailer park and a gas station.  I was in charge of the gas station for a time most afternoons.  Had books to read to amuse myself. When someone came and there was no one in the building  to pump the gas they just honked their horn!!!  I dated Charles A. Totten aka Big Totten. He was going into his sophomore year at  U of I, and I was going to be a Sophomore in high school in Jackson, Mississippi. Claudia Lashbrook Morgan went with Ronnie Totten - Big was Ronnie's nephew!!! Was a fun summer for me. 


These gas stations below weren’t in Olney but they remind us of some that were back in the old days! 
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A definite walk in the past!!!! Enjoy - I did!!!  
Ann Hill

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

==============================================================================================

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

