                    Olney Memories # 95
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Welcome to another edition of Olney Memories.  Again, please remember to let me know of you e-mail changes, and keep sending in your “memories” for the Olney Memories.  As you read in OM # 95  I believe you will see where David Schnautz has a good idea that will help get ourselves remembering some new ideas for our memories! 

Ann Weesner King

Pianoann97@aol.com
Class of 1960

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I received the following email from Richard Williams…….Ann
Richard Williams

rrw41@earthlink.net
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A few years ago, 2001 to be exact, Ann Weesner King conceived the idea for a newsletter that would incorporate the favorite memories of current and former residents of Olney. Thus, Olney Memories was born.

Many of you have been long-time readers of the newsletter and others of you probably heard of it but never signed up. Ann has graciously allowed the Tiger Alumni Center (TAC) to post the archives of Olney Memories for all members reading pleasure.  

Don’t know what the TAC is?  It’s your ERHS alumni center.  Go to the website address of erhsalumni.net.  If you’re not a member, you may look at that page without membership for a limited time.  Try clicking on the image; if it’s ‘hot’ on your computer page, you’ll land on the page at our website.

Happy Days!
Richard Williams
Class of ‘60

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Bette Schmalhausen

bette1204@aol.com
Hi Ann,
As usual I enjoyed the most recent Olney Memories.  I have a few comments.  Yes, I remember the x-ray machine at the shoe store.  I have the Maas Market recipe for banana cake, however it is for several cakes and I have never attempted to break it down for one.  My dad got it for me when they getting to close their store.  As for the ham salad we had ham salad at Schmalhausen's Drug Store and so I never tried theirs.  If Donna would like to attempt to make the banana cake I will try to find the recipe.

I enjoyed Buddy Dodson's experience about General Schilt.  I was just wondering if he saluted him.

 
Thanks again for all you do Ann you are truly appreciated.

Bette Schmalhausen
Class of ‘51

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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  Maybe some of us purchased this candy at Whitakers?  
Ann Weesner King

Pianoann97@aol.com 

A correction needs to be made on my last comment on those gym suits in the last issue of the Olney Memories # 94.  I said they were the uniforms of our High School PE Class……WRONG…..these were in Junior High 7 & 8th Grade! 
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Ann Weesner King

Class of ‘60

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ann Clifford
anniemccaw@yahoo.com
Would you happen to know if "The Pictorial History Book of Richland County-published 2006 is available or is it out of print?  I would appreciate any information I can get on this.  Thank you for all you do.  Even though I had to move from Olney when I was 14 years old, it is still in my heart.
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Marcella Cummins Zorn

marcellazorn@gmail.com
Thank you!

I read the last bittersweet article about downtown featuring the Bond drugstore.  I remember it well.  We used to go their for ice cream sundaes after a matinee at the Arcadia across the street.  It had a classic black and white tile floor and old-fashioned "ice cream" chairs and tables.  When I saw the postcard of that corner with the incredible architecture, it made me so sad to think of what that block looks like now.  

I live in Ann Arbor where the downtown Main Street area was "saved" back in the early 1980's, not torn down.  The city met the challenge of the shopping centers by embracing what it had.  Most of the buildings have been restored (mid-century false fronts removed!) to their 19th century glory and it has become a thriving center of town with restaurants, stores, galleries, apartments/condos and offices.  Busy every day and night with people dining out or taking a stroll down beautiful streets.  One of the reasons I love your Olney Memories is they remind me of Olney when it was the bustling center of southeastern Illinois. 
Marcella Cummins Zorn

Class of ‘65

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jerry Scherer

jerrycars@aol.com
 I started kindergarten in 1938 across the street (North) from Central in a great big house (or so it seemed at the time).  We only went to school in the morning.  The house I am speaking of is one that was torn down, probably in the l940's. It now has apartments on the property (I believe they are called the Landis Apartments).   About all I can remember about going to school there is that there were several big trees that you could get buckeyes from, in the front yard and we had a big sand pile to play in.  For some of the people who live out of town, Central School is all torn down now except for the Gym building.  I collaborated with another kindergarten student to say the house was probably torn down in the 1940's. 
     Mrs. Spellman was my 1st grade teacher but I can't remember who taught kindergarten.  Maybe someone else who is reading this can remember who taught those early kindergarten classes I’m writing about.
 I am now 79 yrs. old.
 

JERRY SCHERER

Class of ‘50

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

David Schnautz

david@clarkfreight.com 
If you can put this link on the Memories I think a lot of folks would like to see it. Click on the State and then you can scroll down to each town until you find one of interest.  Some of our Olney people and or relatives we will find listed on this wall.  
You might have to copy & paste the link below if it won’t “click” for you.
	Vietnam Wall

 This is really sobering.   Click on the link and find the city (Olney) you went to high school/college or the town you lived in and look at the names.

Click on the name and it will give details of the death.

 Vietnam Wall

 First click on a state.  When it opens, scroll down to the city and the names will appear.  Then click on their names.  It should show you picture of the person, or at least their bio and medals.

 This really is an amazing web site.  Someone spent a lot of time and effort to create it. 

I hope that everyone who receives this appreciates what those who served in Vietnam sacrificed for our country. The link below is a virtual wall of all those lost during the Vietnam War with the names, bio's and other information on our lost heroes.

 Those who remember that time frame, or perhaps lost friends or family can look them up on this site. Pass the link on to others, as many knew wonderful people whose names are listed.

 http://www.virtualwall.org/iStates.htm 



	

	

	


David Schnautz
Class of ’82-  Would have been if we had not moved to Texas!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pat (Scherer) Van Cleve

vancleve22@earthlink.net
The last issue of Olney Memories did bring back memories long forgotten.  

George Ann (Doan) Waxler mentioned the Star Grocery.  I remember we charged our groceries and they kept a running tab and we paid for them at the end of the month.  Our big Harris Teeter Grocery Store lets you call in your order and they do the shopping but I think you have to pay for it when you pick it up.  

I had forgotten our cute little PE playsuits and I do remember the foot x-ray machine.  The owner was my Dad's cousin. I wonder why they quit using it? 

 Pat (Scherer) Van Cleve. 

Class of 1946

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jerry Scherer

jerrycars@aol.com

Hi Ann --  I sure do enjoy Olney Memories and I print Memories out so that my wife can read them later (She is not a computer person). 
 I am not sure if this is a correct thing to do, but I have access to the enclosed picture of the 1944 Olney Central School basketball team.  I cannot remember the names of some of the players that are in this picture. (I went to Central during those years.) I was wondering if you could put this in Memories and ask if anyone could remember their names.  If so, I would appreciate it if they could let me know.  My address is jerrycars@aol.com   If it is not feasible to do this just put the picture 
in the next Memories stating that is an old picture from Central School.  Some of the people in the top row are:  Ed Wright, Chuck Kessler, Jarl Blank, Bob Schmalhausen, Bob Schafer and C.T. Cramer.  Jim Stage is holding the ball.
     Thank you Ann, and I sure do enjoy OLNEY MEMORIES.

[image: image9.png]



 

JERRY SCHERER
CLASS OF 1950

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ron Scherer
rscherer@htc.net
Hello Ann,
 I thought the following text and attachment might be appropriate to include in your next Olney Memories.  If not, that is fine.
 RICHLAND COUNTY NATIVE PUBLISHES NEW BOOK
             A Richland County native and a current Olney resident have teamed up to publish a new book on the resident’s experiences in World War II.   
Ron Scherer, a Richland County native (ERHS class of ’62), is the book’s author.  “The Soldier from Illinois: One man’s courage and compassion,” tells the true story of World War II veteran Earl Scherer, a current 95-year-old resident of Olney.  The book details Earl’s Depression-era childhood, his landing on Omaha Beach, the trek through Europe and his life in Olney following the war.
           But it is more than a book about a horrible war.  While his company was encamped in Maastricht, Holland, Earl shared his food with a young, starving Dutch boy for a week.  When the company moved on, the little boy gave Earl a photograph of himself.  Earl gladly accepted the picture, but figured he would never again see the little boy.
           Through a series of unlikely and mostly unexplainable events, however, the soldier and the boy (then a man) were reunited in the Netherlands 53 years after their first meeting.  The events leading to the reunion, and Earl’s three visits back to the Netherlands to visit the grown boy in the 1990s, are featured in the book.
           Ron Scherer says he wrote the book not because Earl is a third cousin, but because he liked the story when he first heard about it two years ago, and he wanted to help keep alive the memory of another World War II veteran.
    “These young men made tremendous sacrifices for our freedom,” Ron said, “and the commitment made by the soldiers and all Americans during the war needs to be kept alive for later generations.  Veterans organizations say our country is losing up to one thousand World War II veterans each day, and we must capture their stories while we can.”
      The book also pays tribute to Richland County veterans who lost their lives during World War II by listing the names of the local soldiers who are on the Richland County Honor Roll.            
          The book is available locally at Wildwoods Gallery and Framing, 209 E. Main Street, in Olney.  For out-of-towners, the book may be obtained by contacting Ron at rscherer@htc.net.

Ron Scherer

Class of ‘62

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
David Schnautz

david@clarkfreight.com
 

As a relatively youngster to the group I think it would be fun to take one of the early Olney industries each time and see how many memories we can get out of it. For instance the old show factory or the vinegar plant even the Kralis (sp) chicken plant. And of course the AMF plant. The topics shouldn’t be limited to the ones mentioned here. Any industrial work place that employed several workers or even 2 or three generations of workers. Some of the topics could be: 

Year you remember them opening up. 

Did you work there? 

Know someone that did?

Work conditions? 

What did they manufacture?

When they shut down. (if so)

Why did they shut down.

Particular experiences that stick out in your mind. (the big AMF strike in the early ‘70’s.)

What changed to make working conditions better or worse better or worse? 

What event made them close down or cut back? 

I think Olney had it’s share of good places for people to work and we should get the thoughts of the people written down. Granted some of the jobs were not real desirable but they did their part in the shaping of Olney.  I know a lot has been said about the individual retail stores and grocery stores but not sure we touched on the bigger industries.  

David P. Schnautz
Class of ’82-  Would’ve been if we had not moved to Texas!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
============================================================================================================

