           Olney Memories # 87
                                            September 4, 2011
Hello everyone! 

The Olney Memories mailing list is up to 642 addresses!
 I will be sending the contact list for the OM group in a separate 

e-mail.  If your name is not on the list but you would like for it to be, please let me know and I will add it.  

Please remember to let me know if your e-mail address has changed or is about to change so I can keep it current on the mailing list.  Thank you.

Ann Weesner King

Class of 1960

Pianoann97@aol.com 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tim Jones
unclefroggie@aim.com
Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln. Volume 2. 

Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865.
 

Ever wonder what Abraham Lincoln had to say in Olney at the Lincoln Douglas Debate.  According to the late Levi Tennyson local Olney historian there was some question as to whether this actually occurred; however there is a historical marker in Olney that claims that.  My research confirms the marker and seems like old Abe didn’t have a very good time.

 

Speech at Olney, Illinois  September 20, 1856

ABE LINCOLN tried his best to get up steam, but with all his tact in that line, it was a dead failure. But about thirty listened. Said he, ``I am an old one; if twelve of you will sit down and look at me, I will talk to you, if not, I will desist.'' The twelve sat down, he spoke a few minutes, and throwing up his hands in disgust and despair, said---``Oh, I can't interest this crowd,'' and left the stand.

Annotation

[1] St. Louis, Missouri Republican, September 24, 1856. This brief comment occurs in a letter from an Olney correspondent (signed ``Q.'') describing a political meeting at which both  Lincoln and Douglas, as well as other notables, spoke.
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Title: Lincoln and Douglas in Olney 
County: Richland
Location:The marker is located in downtown Olney, on the front lawn of the Richland County Court House, which is on Main Street between Kitchel and Walnut Streets.
Coordinates (Decimal Degrees): 38.730966667,-88.085466667
Erected date: 01/01/1972
Erected by: Richland County Historical Center and The Illinois State Historical Society
Tim Jones

Class of ‘66
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tim Jones

unclefroggie@aim.com
Birthplace Of Solar Power




Olney, Illinois 
One would think that the birthplace of solar power would be someplace really sunny, like southern California or Florida. Or at a nexus known for its scientific research, like a university or technical company. Not according to this plaque. "The first experimental solar power plant was built in Olney, Illinois," it reads, "by H.E. Willsie and John Boyle Jr." in 1902. The names Willsie and Boyle are not mentioned in textbooks along with Edison, Tesla, and Westinghouse, which tells you all that you need to know about the ultimate impact of their experiments. And that maybe they really should have built their plant in Arizona. Interestingly, 1902 was the same year in which white squirrels mysteriously appeared in the town of Olney. Coincidence? Or are Olney's bleached-out nutcrackers the unforeseen result of some sun-boosting experiment gone wildly wrong? 

 

The "Birthplace of Solar Power" is kind of a silly claim if it actually didn't work. Various timelines of the use of solar power go back thousands of years to when people used glass or mirrors to concentrate heat from the sun. The trick is in the ability to store solar power and use it when you need it. After a century of bad descriptions and fanciful drawings of such photovoltaic storage devices, Bell Labs tested the first actual usable solar battery in 1954. Seems it worked -- we've seen photos of happy science nerds in sun glasses on the Labs lawn at Murray Hill, NJ.

Birthplace Of Solar Power

Address: 

584 N. West St., Olney, IL 

Directions: 
The marker is on the west side of White Squirrel Circle, which is in City Park, which is on the east side of Hwy 130/West St. about four blocks north of the intersection of Hwy 250/Main St
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IN'1902, THE FIRST EXPERIMENTAL SOLAR
POWERT PLANT: WAS! BUILTI IN* GLNEY. ILLINGIS
BY H.E. WILLSIE' AND' JOHN' BOYLE JR:. TWO.
AMERICAN' ENGINEERS: THEIR SOUAR POWER
PLANT' WAS/ BASED! ON AN 1885 DESIGN'
DEVELOPED) BY THE: ERENCH ENGINEER TELLIER:
BETWEEN 1892 AND' 1908 WILLSIE AND' BOYLE
EXPERIMENTED/WITH' THEIR LOW. TEMPERATURE |
SOLAR" PLANTS THAT "UTILIZED “HOT BOXES
T0 HEAT WATER. THEIR “HOT BOX™* SOLAR.
POWER' PLANT WAS PATENTED IN/ 1903. THE
RESULTS WERE PUBLISHED ONIMAY. 13TH.
19091 IN'THEISSUE OF ENGINEERING NEWS.

THE NATIVE' SUN PROJECT, H.E. JONES
AND! THE ILLINOIS: STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.





Tim Jones

Class of ‘ 66

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tim Jones
unclefroggie@aim.com
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Historical Marker Title: Robert Ridgeway and 'Bird Haven'

The sign above says:  


Robert Ridgeway, leading American ornithologist, was born at Mount Carmel, Illinois, on July 2, 1850.  As a youth he became interested in birds and sketched many specimens around his home. At the age of seventeen, he was appointed zoologist on a geological survey of the fortieth parallels.  From 1874 to 1929 he was connected with the Smithsonian institution: First as ornithologist and later as curator of birds.  He was a founder of the American ornithologists union (1883) and contributed greatly to its official checklist of North American birds published in 1886.  He was a member of the National Academy of Science 1926-1929.


Ridgeway published extensively in his field and related areas from 1869 to 1929.  His experience with the problems of color and color description in bird portraits resulted in a work entitled Color Standards and Color Nomenclature which proved valuable in many fields besides ornithology.  He also wrote an authoritative eight-volume study of the birds of North and Middle America.  


In 1916 Ridgeway retired to Olney to continue his research at his home which he called Larchmound.  He developed an eighteen-acre tract nearby called Bird Haven as a bird sanctuary and experimental area for the cultivation of trees and plants not native to the region.  He died at Olney on March 25, 1929.  Bird Haven with it’s variety of trees and birds remains as a memorial to this much-honored American ornithologist.  It and Dr. Ridgeway’s grave are approximately two miles north of here.   
Tim Jones

Class of ‘66

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Jim Dale
jdale@uark.edu  
Daisy Hill--in the late 1920’s there was a field in the southeast part of Olney near the edge of town that was called Daisy Hill. It got this name because every spring the hill was completely covered with wild daisies. I do not know who owned the field. It was slightly elevated and that is where the hill part of the name came from. It must have taken years for the daisies to have completely spread so thickly all over the hill. In the spring people came from all over town to look at them. Since the daisies were so plentiful, people felt free to pick themselves a bouquet to take home. In addition, there was no objection if you dug up a few to transplant into your home flower bed. I do not know what eventually happened to the field, but for many years it annually gave the people of Olney a beautiful wild flower display.
Jim Dale

Class of 1940

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ann Weesner King

pianoann97@aol.com 

 This ad is from The Olney Cook Book which was compiled by the Methodist Episcopal Ladies’Guild and published in 1905 by Lile Printing Company.  There are many interesting ads for local businesses inside that I’ll print off and on in future Memories.  
This was my grandmother’s, Ruby Michael, cookbook.  
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Ann Weesner King

Class of 1960

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Frank & Pat Van Matre

vanmatrefp@frontier.com
Hello to all of you that lived in" Once upon a time in the perfect fairy tale town of Olney, Illinois".   
This video is from my home town.  Cute!  Hope you all enjoy it....there are hundreds of these white squirrels in Olney. Watch through the beginning....the WHITE Squirrels will show up!


http://www.wimp.com/squirrelsolney/
Frank & Pat Van Matre

Class of ’54 & ‘56
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