                           Olney Memories # 61
Hello Everyone and welcome to Olney Memories # 61.  Thanks  to everyone who has let me know of their new e-mail address changes!  This keeps things running smoothly and keeps you continuing to receive the Olney Memories without any lapses!  

 

Our Mailing List continues to grow and interest still is running good.  Let's keep it up and keep sending our memories in and sharing with others.

 

The following two people listed below have an address that is incorrect.  If any of you can help me on their new address, please let me know so it can be corrected on the OM's mailing list.  Thanks for your help!!    

 

LADonna Cook Golf.................CGolf42@aol.com, (not correct address)

Major Dan Ragain   ...................lcsernotta2@cs.com, (not correct address)

 

Ann Weesner King 
Class of 1960

pianoann97@aol.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Jerry Bush

pastorjerrybush@gmail.com

Hello everyone! My name is Jerry Bush, and I am new to Olney Memories. I am 
the Pastor of Mt. Gilead Church between Olney and Dundas. I moved to the 
area a little more than 2 years ago and my family and I plan on staying here 
for a long time.

I grew up in Jerseyville, IL on the east side of the state, northeast of St. 
Louis. It was a town much like Olney. I am really enjoying reading about my 
new hometown! I don't have much to offer in the way of memories, but I do 
have some historical pictures of Mt. Gilead available. Let me know if you 
would like to see more of them.

If you have anything related to Mt. Gilead church, I would very much like to 
see them! Pictures are especially welcome.

The picture I have sent along with this message is from 1890. The building 
changed very much over the years and we finally retired it late last year. 
It is being converted to a home so it will live on!  In September, the cable 
channel HGTV will run a program of the moving of the old church building. I 
do not have a date for that yet, but when I do I will pass it along.

Thanks again for letting me be part of your group!
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Pastor Jerry Bush
Mt. Gilead Church
Olney, Illinois

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Janice (Bagwell) Ma

jleahma@comcast.net
The thing I remember most about Olney was how safe it was.  We could ride our bikes all over the place and neither we nor our parents would worry.  We did, of course, have to watch out for cars but there were no human predators lurking in the bushes.  We could stay outside long after it was dark and play hide and seek.  The sense of peace and safety was palpable.  We had so much fun, fun that has been taken away from our grandchildren.  I wish they could live someplace like that today.

Janice (Bagwell) Ma
class of 61

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rich Wilson

rdw30296@yahoo.com

There's a postcard for sale on eBay of the exterior of the former Hyatt's Opera House in Olney, IL [current bid $4].  It was published by Wm. Bower, the druggist. I've seen a postcard of the opera house interior. Does anyone recall exactly which street corner the Hyatt Opera House was located at?
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Rich Wilson

Class of ‘68

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Terry Willis

yenko427@hotmail.com
Ann, Thought I would let you know that the juke box you sent is AWESOME!!  Between my 70's music and my 70's cars, my wife says that I am STUCK IN THE SEVENTIES!!!  Of course, if you ever try to " DRAG MAIN" anymore in this BORING town-- the fun is all gone except when the annual car show is going on. I went down Main Street a couple of weeks ago and the sidewalks were already rolled up at about 7:00 PM!!!  I can remember when I was 15 yrs old and was able to run around with Ralph Carter, fresh back home from Viet Nam and had a brand new 1970 Roadrunner ( he was dating a girl down the street from me) and about 6:00 PM is when things started happening, and by 8:00 it sometimes would actually take a couple of minutes to pull off of a side street onto Main!! The city at one time even considered a ban on horn honking; there were that many people uptown!!  Ralph knew so many people that he sometimes didn't even take his hand down from the steering wheel. I remember telling him that he needed a fake hand mounted on the dash so he wouldn't have to wave so much-- a few years later somebody really did come out with that idea!! Town-Talk on the East end of Main, to Dog n’ Suds on the West end bumper to bumper. Once you turned around to get back on Main at Dog n Suds and IF you had a muscle car you had better show what you had or your name was mud the rest of the night!!!  Ralph was one of the best- everyone knew when he came around it was nothing but a smokin’  screamin’ fish- tailin’ orange Plymouth sliding past the Zepher filling station, and sometimes all the way past the Travelers Inn hotel!!

Terry Willis

Class of ‘73

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Harvey Zimmerle
HARVEYZimm@aol.com 
This is not the normal format that is usually put in the Olney Memories but it is Olney history and I think most of us remember the well known figure Dr. Kent Wattleworth.  The following article came from the Olney Daily Mail.
Dr. Kent L. Wattleworth, 93
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Published: Monday, March 24, 2008 10:50 AM CDT
 
Dr. Kent Lincoln Wattleworth, 93, of Olney, died at 6:25 p.m. Friday, March 21, 2008, at Richland Memorial Hospital in Olney.

Visitation will be from 5-8 p.m. Tuesday at Summers-Kistler Funeral Home in Olney and from 9-10 a.m. Wednesday at Trinity Lutheran Church in Olney. Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. Wednesday at the church with Rev. Gary B. Ryden officiating. Burial with full military rites performed by Olney veterans will be in Crest Haven Cemetery in rural Claremont.

Dr. Wattleworth was born July 3, 1914, in Yale, the son of James Russell and Emma Mae (Lincoln) Wattleworth. He married Dorothy Jean Hine on August 17, 1939. She preceded him in death on October 17, 1992.

He attended school in Yale until graduating from eighth grade. The family moved to Newton, where he graduated from high school in 1932. He had a long and distinguished career in medicine. He graduated from University of Illinois and went to medical school at University of Louisville in Kentucky, graduating in 1938. He did his internship in Indianapolis, Ind., at Methodist Hospital, where he met his wife, Jean Hine, a nurse at the hospital. He then joined his father in general practice in Newton. During World War II, he went to the U.S. Army School of Aviation Medicine and eventually served as a flight surgeon in the Pacific Theatre. He helped evacuate patients from M.A.S.H. units and evaluated pilots to be sure they were able to fly in non-pressurized cabins.

Post World War II, he joined his father again in Newton in general practice. He then did post-graduate studies at Washington University in St. Louis, followed by an ear-nose-and-throat residency in Houston, Texas. He and his family, now with three young sons, moved back to Illinois. He practiced ENT and Allergy medicine at Weber Medical Clinic for 42 years, from 1950-1992, retiring at age 78.

Dr. Wattleworth was a respected member of the community for many things, most notably for his work in the field of education. He has said that he gained his respect for education from two individuals, his mother, a teacher, and Dr. Johnson, his anatomy professor. He was a member of various school boards for 40 years. He was elected to the Board of Education for East Richland Community #1 School District in 1957. In the early 1960s, he was influential in establishing a community college in Olney.

	


Olney Community College opened in 1963. It had 100 students in the first class and has grown ever since. He then helped to join OCC and three other area junior colleges (Frontier College of Fairfield, Lincoln Trail of Robinson, and Wabash Valley College of Mt. Carmel) into a regional college system, the Illinois Eastern Community Colleges District 529. He was on the IECC Board for 33 years and was chairman for 28 years. In tribute for his many years of service to the college, he was awarded an Honorary Associate of Arts degree during the dedication of the building that bears his name, Wattleworth Hall, one of OCC's main classroom buildings.

Each year, the Southern Illinois Medical Association awards a Favorite Son or Daughter Award as special recognition to a native of Southern Illinois for distinguished advancements toward the betterment of humankind. In 2001, Dr. Kent Wattleworth was named the recipient.

Dr. Wattleworth was a member of Trinity Lutheran Church of Olney. He was a devout Christian who became a leader in his church. He was a member of numerous committees that do the work of the church, including being instrumental in the building committee that had the oversight of building the present church structure. He represented Trinity Lutheran Church at a number of conventions to determine policy and direction of the synod. His family is comforted by the fact that he lived his life with honor and integrity, service to others and in the love of the Lord.

	

	


He was always known for his humor, which he included in many great stories and jokes. He loved fishing and hunting and spending time with his family. He was active in Boy Scouts of America when his sons were young. While his boys were playing football, basketball or running track in high school, he was always on the bleachers cheering the Tigers to victory. He continued to support high-school and college athletics for many years and loved to attend athletic competitions and presentation of the arts.

Dr. Wattleworth is survived by his sister, Shirley Leffler, of Newton; sons, James Kent Wattleworth and his wife, Donna, of Marion, Robert Eugene Wattleworth and his wife, Becky, of Canton, Mich., and Michael Alan Wattleworth and his wife, Maria, of Annapolis, Md.; grandsons, Bradley Kent, Brian Keith, Kent Christopher, Matthew Clayton and Colin Kent Wattleworth; great-grandsons, Mitchell Kent, Brett Lincoln, Mason Patrick and Ethan James; and great-granddaughters, Whitney Anne, Rachel Elizabeth and Nora Jane Wattleworth.

He was preceded in death by his mother, Emma Mae (Lincoln) Wattleworth; father, James Russell Wattleworth; two half-brothers, Russell and Fred Wattleworth; and his wife, Dorothy Jean (Hine) Wattleworth.

Memorials may be made to Trinity Lutheran Church Memorial Fund.

Harvey Zimmerle
Class of ‘57

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mabel Linson
Kmlinson@aol.com
I enjoying the Olney Memories  a lot and  a wonderful idea you have had for so many to enjoy.  My dad also worked for the Pure Oil Company driving a truck and oiling the roads through out the county. I also remember the blind man who sold papers on main street in Olney with his cup for people to put money in.   

Mabel Schwartz Linson

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rich Wilson

	rdw30296@yahoo.com
	


This may be news to some and old news to others, but there is an 1884 History of Richland, Clay, and Marion Counties (Olney, Flora, Salem) posted on the Richland County Gen Web site along with a 1909 Biographical and Reminiscent History of Richland, Clay, and Marion Counties. Here's the link:

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ilrichla/index.htm

It may answer nagging questions of the founding of Olney, Illinois; who the "Wilson" was that the "Wilson Mansion" near Silver Street School was named for; how many cigars Bower rolled and sold from Olney (a bunch but he had help); and what did you do during the war (1860-1865), daddy? The history says that many Richland County enlistees served during Sherman's Georgia Campaign and later marched to Savannah and then north to the Carolinas. I'm familiar with many of the places in Georgia where the 63rd Illinois Infantry was engaged in fierce combat.

I must admit I'm appalled at my own ignorance of Olney's history. According to these histories Olney was initially formed in the area between Whittle Avenue and Fair Street along the original "trace" road leading from Vincennes to St. Louis. Earlier settlers did homestead in the tree lines along creeks because the ground was easier to break than was prairie sod AND water transport was used to move goods downstream to the Wabash, Ohio, and eventually New Orleans. But Olney did not develop by chance from early fur trading camps or roadside inns built during the French Empire.

In an autobiography of the same era an Illinois homestead pioneer writes that 4 out of 6 early settlers were Southerners; one was typically a "Yankee" from back East and the other was from overseas. The biographical sketches in the Richland County histories suggest that those observations hold true for Olney in the mid-1800s. 

Anyway, it's interesting reading and you'll be glad you gave it a look.

Later - Rich in Marietta, GA

Class of ‘68

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rich Wilson

Wilson761@AOL.com 
The quality of these old Richland County images is not great as they are copied from tiny photos in old books but you might like to see them just the same. Perhaps they can be manipulated with photo software to a standard size for printing. The photo of White Oaks from Mt. Carmel being prepared for shipment to the British Navy was news to me. There are others of farming with horses (not specifically Olney or Richland Co) that are interesting but they will need to wait for another day.

One of my second cousins from Centralia and I were studying an inventory to an ancient Probate record from Abbeville, South Carolina circa post Rev War. It occurred to us that we really had no idea of what was meant by listings like "4 straight backed chairs", a "harness for a blind horse", or a "chopping box".  What, for instance, is a "chopping box"??? I visited a local antique dealer who specializes in pre-mechanical farm equipment (horse drawn) who had some ideas. He said that in South Carolina in the late 1700s it was common for all farmers to have a craft to bring in cash to the farm during the Winter months. It's similar to what Mel Gibson was shown doing during the opening scene to "The Patriot" where he was trying to make a rocking chair. Anyway, a "chopping box" is used to square the ends of brooms after the stalks are tied off. I'd seen one of these boxes years ago in Southern Illinois. The type of reeds used to make brooms in those days says something about the amount of water then located on the farm because the reeds grow like cat tails. The Executor listed the "chopping box" as a valuable for distribution to heirs. We visited the farm but the swampy areas had long been drained and large portions are now used for tree farms and hunting preserves. And we could readily see why they all moved en masse by wagon train to Illinois in the early 1800s and thought the rich farm land was amazing. 

Who'd a thunk I'd be spending time in the 21st Century researching farm implements from the 19th Century!

Later - Rich in Marietta
Class of ‘68
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Pete & Vicki Doenges

pdoenges@xmission.com


This is the little store / restaurant not far from Don Graham's (my sister Susie’s husband) Mom's (Helen Graham) farm, north and west of Oblong, IL.  Fantastic burgers, folksy atmosphere, real people, fiercely independent attitude.  Been there a few times with Don.  Country through and through.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGkBilF6GU8

Our contact info below.  Fine time with you all on this trip!  Gratitude ...

Kind regards,


Pete & Vicki
Class of ‘65
-----------------------------------------------------------
Jim Dale—

jdale@uark.edu
Class of 1940

More Info on Aunt Teeny
   In previous Memories I have written articles about “Aunt Teeny” Elizabeth Anderson, the so-called colored woman who lived in Olney for many years and I often wondered when she moved to Olney. I previously reported that in the 1900 census she was shown as living in Knox County, TN. She was listed as white and was a school teacher.

   In recent correspondence with George Ann (Doan) Waxler, she said she was the Treasurer of the Richland County Genealogical and Historical Society. Therefore, I asked if she could look in the 1903 Olney City Directory that was in the Olney Library to see if Aunt Teeny was listed. I knew the library had this directory because I had donated it to them a few years ago. George Ann looked in the directory and Elizabeth Anderson was listed. She was listed as colored and lived at 106 Lafayette Street. Thus, Aunt Teeny must have moved to Olney some time between 1900 and 1903. 

   The 1910 census for Olney listed Elizabeth as a mulatto and said she owned her own home and that it was mortgage free. This suggests that she apparently bought her home outright when she moved to Olney. It would be interesting to know why a minority person like Aunt Teeny would move from Tennessee to an unofficially segregated small town like Olney in southern Illinois. How did she know about Olney? Did someone tell her about the town or did she just randomly pick Olney as her future lifetime home? Only Aunt Teeny knew the answer. Aunt Teeny made a good choice because when she died at 86 years of age on December 6, 1944, her obituary said that she was one of Olney’s leading and most respected citizens and many people were grateful for her friendship.

Jim Dale

Class of 1940

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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